
Our Vision Statement: 

Enlarging the circle of disciples through Jesus 
 

Thanks for joining us today! If you have any questions while you are here this morning,  
you can find an answer at the Welcome table, which is inside the doors off Jefferson Street. 
Whatever your circumstances, and no matter where you’ve been, you matter to God, and 
you matter to us. We are glad you are here! If you are a first time guest with us this morning, 
Welcome!   Please stop by the welcome table and pick up a welcome packet.  

July 30, 2023  9:30am 

Pastor ChrisƟan Taylor 



9:30 am ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Sunday, July 30, 2023 
 

“Then once again I fell prostrate before the Lord for forty days and forty nights; I ate 
no bread and drank no water because of all the sin you had committed”  

Deut. 9:18 NIV  
 

*indicates please stand if you are able 
Please fill out the attendance pad and pass it to your neighbor 
 

Prelude:  “Andante” by Lani Smith                       Scott Turner 
 
Welcome:                     Eric McCracken 
 
*Call to Worship:                     Eric McCracken 
 

Leader:  Your words and ways are 
People: Perfect. Sure. Right. Clear. 
Leader:  Your words and ways are 
People: Pure. True. Righteous. Every one. 
Leader:  Their value, beyond price 
People: Their goodness, beyond delight 
Leader:  Their counsel, enduring blessing 
People: Place in me a longing to desire them and become them. 

 
*Hymn:  To God Be the Glory                             #98 vs. 1,2,3 
            
*Opening Prayer:           Eric McCracken 
  Almighty God, You sent Your Son to proclaim Your kingdom and to teach 
with authority. Anoint us in this time of worship with the power of Your Spirit, that 
we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the broken-hearted, and 
proclaim liberty to the captive. Bless us with your word, shine upon us with your 
wisdom, and bring us into deeper communion with you and one another through 
Your Son, Jesus Christ. We ask it in his name. Amen. 
 
*Song:  Shema/10,000 Reasons         Jeremy Laukhuf 
 
Chat with the Children:                                              Judy Krites 
  Children dismissed to AWE (Preschool thru 5th Grade) 
 
Special Music:    In the Garden Arr. Lloyd Larson 

Nancy Farrell, Lauren Lanz-vocalists; Gloria Wendel - accompanist 
 
Life in the Church I:                             Eric McCracken 
 
Special Music:       His Eye is on the Sparrow arr. Tom Fettke 

Nancy Farrell, Lauren Lanz-vocalists; Gloria Wendel - accompanist 

*Scripture:                 Jonah 3:1-10         Pastor Christian Taylor 
 
Series:    A Whale of a Fight 
Message:                                              “A Great City”         Pastor Christian Taylor 
 
Hymn:  Amazing Grace           #378 vs. 1,3,6 
 
Prayers of the People:                          Pastor Christian Taylor 
 The Lord’s Prayer 
 
Song:  Prayer Medley        Jeremy Laukhuf 
 
Life in the Church II:                   Pastor Christian Taylor 
 
*Spoken Benediction:                  Pastor Christian Taylor 
 
Postlude: "Allegro"  by J.S. Bach                 Scott Turner 

 
You are invited to be seated and enjoy the Postlude or leave quietly in peace. 

Leaders in Today’s Worship 
Pastor: ChrisƟan Taylor Organist: ScoƩ Turner  
Praise & Worship Leader:  Jeremy Laukhuf  ProjecƟonist: Noah Carter 
Announcer: Eric McCracken Sound Technician: Kent Smelser  
Screen Creators: Cheri Oechsle, Sherri Arn Videographer: Kurt Massillo 

Usher/Greeter Coordinator: Dave Lichtle, Neil Shaffer  

K®�’Ý M®Ä®ÝãÙù SçÃÃ�Ù AWE   
Children preschool through 5th grade have an opportunity to build their relaƟonship with Jesus 
through upliŌing songs and impacƞul Bible lessons by aƩending our Alternate Worship 
Experience.  Children will be released to AWE aŌer praise and worship Ɵme. AWE will not meet 
Communion Sundays which is the first Sunday of the month. Please sign in before service with 
KidCheck located by the nursery or the Scheidt room.  

Tithe/Offering may be made by dropping it in one of the wooden boxes around the sanctuary, using our  
online giving opƟon found on our website at vanwerƞirst.net, texƟng 419.963.3557 or mailing it to First UMC,   
113 W. Central Avenue, Van Wert, OH 45891. Thank you for your support to First UMC and her ministries. 

The Altar flowers are given by Steve and Michele Mendenhall 
In loving memory of their sisters 

Susan Mendenhall Agler (6-13-51/6-29-72) and unborn child  
and Renee Wise Cryer (1-7-56/1-12-22) 

 


