
Our Vision Statement: 

Enlarging the circle of disciples through Jesus 
 

Thanks for joining us today! If you have any questions while you are here this morning,  
you can find an answer at the Welcome table, which is inside the doors off Jefferson 
Street. Whatever your circumstances, and no matter where you’ve been, you matter to 
God, and you matter to us. We are glad you are here! If you are a first time guest with us 
this morning, Welcome!   Please stop by the welcome table and pick up a welcome packet.  

 

TOMORROW 



9:30 am ORDER OF WORSHIP 

Sunday, August 27, 2023 
 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.” 

 Galatians 5:22-23 NIV 
 
*indicates please stand if you are able 
Please fill out the attendance pad and pass it to your neighbor 
 

Prelude:  Pianosong by Paul Halley 
Cindy Wendel, pianist and Gloria Wendel, organist 

 
Welcome:                      Al Arnold 
 
*Call to Worship:                      Al Arnold 
 
 Leader: Throughout the ages, disciples have said, “I will follow you wherever  
    you go.” 
 People: Lord, give us the freedom to follow you in the ways of love. 
 Leader: We come from busy homes, filled with little time to consider Christ in  
    our lives. 
 People: Lord, give us the strength to follow you in the ways of peace. 
 Leader: In times of struggle, we look to God for help. 
 People: Lord, allow us to follow you in the ways of kindness. 
 Leader: Today, we celebrate the Holy Spirit, who shows us the joy of following God. 
 People: Lord, give us the patience to follow you in the ways of faith. Amen. 
 
*Worship Songs:  Open the Eyes of my Heart Lord                     Praise Band 
            Heart of Worship 
            
*Opening Prayer:            Al Arnold 
 Holy One, we come before you today full of hope, desire, and promise. Help 
us take up the mantle of faith you have laid before us, that we may use our gifts of 
the Spirit to face the challenges before us. Help us face the turmoil within and 
around us that we may face the future unafraid. Show us your way, your truth, and 
your life. Amen. 
 
Hymn:  Spirit Song               #347 vs. 1-2 
 
Chat with the Children:                                          Julie Burenga 
  Children dismissed to AWE (Preschool—5th Grade) 
 
Special Music:  Elegy by Nicholas Bowden           Scott Turner 
 

Life in the Church 1:                                        Al Arnold 
 
Scripture:      Galatians 5:13-26 
 
Message:                          “The Fruits of the Spirit”                    Dillon Staas 
 
*Hymn:  Spirit of the Living God              #393 
 
Life in the Church 2:                           Dillon Staas 
 
Prayers of the People:                                  Dillon Staas 
 The Lord’s Prayer (singing) 
 
*Spoken Benediction:                          Dillon Staas 
 
Postlude: On an Old Hymnsong arr. Philip Buttal                            Scott Turner 

 
 

You are invited to be seated and enjoy the Postlude or leave quietly in peace. 

K®�’Ý M®Ä®ÝãÙù SçÃÃ�Ù AWE   
Children preschool through 5th grade have an opportunity to build their relaƟonship with Jesus 
through upliŌing songs and impacƞul Bible lessons by aƩending our Alternate Worship 
Experience.  Children will be released to AWE aŌer praise and worship Ɵme. AWE will not meet 
Communion Sundays which is the first Sunday of the month. Please sign in before service with 
KidCheck located by the nursery or the Scheidt room.  

Tithe/Offering may be made by dropping it in one of the wooden boxes around the sanctuary, using our  
online giving opƟon found on our website at vanwerƞirst.net, texƟng 419.963.3557 or mailing it to First UMC,   
113 W. Central Avenue, Van Wert, OH 45891. Thank you for your support to First UMC and her ministries. 

The Altar flowers are given to the Glory of God 
 In loving memory of Dick Dunn  

by His Family 

 

Leaders in Today’s Worship 
Speaker: Dillon Staas ProjecƟonist: Luke Compton  
Liturgist: Al Arnold Sound Technician: Noah Carter  
Organist: ScoƩ Turner  Videographer: Dave Thompson 
Praise & Worship Band: Cheri Oechsle, Rod Oliver, Noah Krites   
Screen Creators: Cheri Oechsle, Melody Taylor 
Usher/Greeter Coord.: Dave Lichtle, Neil Shaffer 


